Live Casino Versus RNG Games

Idea In Short

Pick a format by the experience you want, not by expected payouts, because neither live
dealer tables nor random number generator [RNG] games are inherently more generous.
Choose live tables for a real dealer, a shared round and a deliberate pace. Choose RNG
tables for quick access, independent timing and a simpler screen. Before you bet, read the
rules and paytable, confirm payouts, dealer rules and wheel type, check the operator's
licensing position for your location and find out how to view round history. Set a time limit
and a spending limit first, and expect live play to need a reliable video stream.

Online casino tables can look alike while offering different ways to play. Blackjack still
involves cards, and roulette still ends with a winning number. Yet a streamed dealer

changes the pace, the social setting and the source of the result.

For anyone who enjoys watching real wheels spin and cards turn, live casino tables bring a
familiar casino atmosphere to a screen. A dealer handles the equipment on camera, while
players place bets online and follow the same round. Random number generator [RNG]
games take another route: software produces the outcome, and animations display it.
Neither format is inherently more generous. The differences concern speed, interaction,
safeguards and game rules.

How live and RNG tables produce results

Both formats use software to accept wagers and update balances. What changes is the
source of the game result and the way that result reaches the screen. In an RNG game, an
algorithm produces the result. In a live game, physical equipment produces it while cameras

relay the action. The sections below follow each route from the wager to the settled round.

RNG games generate outcomes in software
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In virtual blackjack, an RNG selects cards instead of a physical deck. Virtual roulette likewise
generates an outcome, then displays it through an animated wheel. The software
determines the winning number, not the animation. The National Institute of Standards and
Technology [NIST] publishes a recommendation for generating random bits with
deterministic methods based on hash functions or block cipher algorithms, so software
generators follow published designs.1

Without a studio, players can often start another round immediately, without waiting for
others. RNG tables may offer low stakes and several game variants, depending on the
operator. A software-based game can also pause between rounds without keeping other
players waiting. That makes it easier to compare a paytable or step away, although the
option to pause depends on the game design. Random does not mean every outcome has
an equal chance in every game. Roulette pockets have equal probabilities on a fair wheel,
while blackjack outcomes depend on cards and player decisions.

Live dealers use physical cards, wheels and dice

At a standard live roulette table, a ball lands in a physical wheel pocket. In live blackjack, a
dealer handles cards while cameras capture the action. Software records wagers and
settles results for everyone watching that round.

The shared action resembles a casino floor. Dealers announce results and may respond
through moderated chat, but they cannot pause every round for individual players or
provide personal strategy advice. Some live formats add digital features, including
generated bonus multipliers. Players should check the rules instead of assuming every
element comes from physical equipment.

Fairness depends on controls, not the camera

A visible dealer does not replace oversight, and an animation cannot prove software is fair.
The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board's annual report for fiscal year 2024/2025 found
that live dealer games accounted for over 60% of the state's online table-game revenue.
Total online table-game revenue reached $597,064,905, up 13.63% from the prior year. The
report also states that licensed iGaming sites are subject to ongoing monitoring, so oversight
matters in both formats.

For RNG games, testing examines whether generated outcomes are acceptably random.
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Live studio controls instead address equipment integrity, dealer training, surveillance and
game records. The UK Gambling Commission's standard for live dealer studios expects
these operations to be fair and independently auditable.2 These safeguards cover different
risks. For either format, sensible checks include:

* Published rules: find the game instructions, payouts and special features before
betting

e Applicable oversight: check the operator's licensing position for your location and
any disclosed game testing

e Clear records: look for round histories, transaction details and a procedure for
reporting an interrupted game

Fair operation does not eliminate the house edge or guarantee any session result.

What actually feels different during play

Once the method of determining results is clear, the biggest differences are practical. They
include how long a round takes, how much attention it needs and how the table behaves on
your device. These differences affect the pace of spending as much as the experience of
play. The four areas below cover round speed, the human layer, rules and odds, and
technical performance. Each one changes what a player should check before the first bet.

Round speed and control over the session

RNG tables often let players set their own rhythm. Virtual blackjack can move ahead without
waiting for strangers. Live blackjack involves shared decision windows, while live roulette
counts down before bets close. A slower rhythm suits players who like watching each hand
unfold. Faster play offers convenience but also more opportunities to bet. Track total

wagers, not just minutes.

Shared tables add a human layer

Live games add a person handling the game in real time. Watching cards turn and hearing a
dealer announce results can make a round feel like an event. The same pattern appears in
other services: two services may complete similar transactions while feeling different to
users. At live tables, dealer interaction and visible action shape that experience, while
software still manages the account. Live chat is rarely private, and messages may be
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moderated. RNG tables offer a quieter alternative without a shared pace.

Rules and odds do not follow the format label

Neither format guarantees better payouts. European single-zero roulette has a theoretical
house edge of about 2.7%, while standard American double-zero roulette has about
5.26%.3 The difference comes from the wheel and payout rules, not from filming. Blackjack
also varies by 3:2 or 6:5 payouts, dealer rules on soft 17 and splitting options. Side bets have
separate odds. Bonus wagering rules may also treat live and RNG games differently.

Video quality and device performance

RNG games usually require less bandwidth without continuous video. Live games need a
reliable stream alongside the betting interface, and poor connections can cause noticeable
lag. A smooth video does not guarantee that a bet was registered, so the on-screen
confirmation and round history remain the useful records. Check countdowns and betting
controls on mobile. If a connection drops, consult the game history and interruption policy to
verify any wager.

Live versus RNG games at a glance

The comparison below condenses the differences covered so far. Each item describes Live
dealer tables first and RNG casino games second. The two formats differ in pace,
interaction, presentation and connection demands. They do not differ in odds, which
depend on game rules and payouts in both. Treat the list as a quick reference, not as a
ranking.

e Main result source: physical cards, wheel or dice in standard live tables, against a
software-generated outcome in RNG games

e Pace: shared rounds and dealer timing in live games, against often player-controlled
timing in RNG games

e Interaction: dealer audio or moderated chat in live games, against usually none in
RNG games

* Presentation: live studio video in live games, against digital graphics and animation
in RNG games

e Connection demands: a reliable video stream helps in live games, while RNG games
are generally lighter on bandwidth
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e Odds: depend on game rules and payouts in both formats
» Extra features: live games may mix physical and digital elements, while RNG games
often add more automated variants

Which format suits which kind of player

The choice depends on the experience you want and the stakes available. Live games
emphasize shared action, while virtual tables offer greater control over pace. Players who
split their time between formats can use the live table for occasional sessions and the RNG

table for quick ones. Each of the following cases points to a different default:

e Choose live tables when you enjoy a real dealer, a shared round and a more
deliberate pace

* Choose RNG tables when you prefer quick access, independent timing and a
simpler screen

e Compare both when you want the same game with different limits, layouts or rules

Higher minimums do not buy better odds. Compare game variants before choosing a stake.

What to check before starting a game

Even familiar games can have different table rules, so check before betting. Three checks
cover most of the practical risk:

e Check the full stake range:include side bets and any extra chips needed for your
preferred play

e Open the rules and paytable: confirm payouts, dealer rules, wheel type and bonus
contribution before committing funds

* Set a time and spending limit:treat each session as entertainment and stop when
either limit is reached

GambleAware advises deciding a spending limit for the day, week or month before you start
and committing to it. It also advises setting a time limit in advance, because the more time
someone spends gambling, the more money they lose.4 Confirm local eligibility and
complete required identity checks. Check game history in either format, especially after a
disrupted round.
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TRecommendation for random number generation using deterministic random bit

generators

2Remote gambling and software technical standards (RTS) - RTS 17 - Live dealer
studios

3Roulette

4Advice to consider if you're gambling

Summary

Live tables bring real equipment and shared rounds onto the screen, while RNG games offer
a streamlined alternative with more control over pace. Both formats require attention to
rules, odds and spending, because neither removes the house edge or guarantees a session
result. The better format is the one that suits your preferences: a dealer and a shared round
for atmosphere, or independent timing and a simpler screen for convenience. Check the
published rules, the operator's licensing position and the round history in either format, and
set time and spending limits before the first bet. Choose the format that keeps the

experience enjoyable on your own terms.
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