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A framework for building data literacy specifically for policy and regulation design
professionals — evidence quality assessment for policy decisions, understanding
unintended consequence modeling, and appropriately weighing correlational evidence
against the causal claims policy justification often requires.

Policy design has traditionally relied heavily on expert judgment

and stakeholder input — where does data literacy specifically fit in? Expert judgment and
stakeholder input remain essential, but increasingly, policy justification relies on data-driven
evidence, and genuine literacy means knowing whether that evidence actually supports the
causal claims being made to justify a specific policy choice, not just whether supportive-
looking data exists.

What's the most common data literacy gap specifically in policy

and regulation design? Using correlational evidence to justify policy as if it demonstrated
causation — a policy justified by data showing two things moving together, without genuine
causal evidence that the policy intervention would actually produce the desired effect.

{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@type": "FAQPage", "mainEntity": [ { "@type":
"Question", "name": "Policy design has traditionally relied heavily on expert judgment”,
"acceptedAnswer": { "@type": "Answer", "text": "and stakeholder input — where does data
literacy specifically fit in?\nExpert judgment and stakeholder input remain essential,
but\nincreasingly, policy justification relies on data-driven evidence, and\ngenuine literacy
means knowing whether that evidence actually supports\nthe causal claims being made to
justify a specific policy choice, not\njust whether supportive-looking data exists." } }, {
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"@type": "Question", "name": "What's the most common data literacy gap specifically in
policy", "acceptedAnswer": { "@type": "Answer", "text": "and regulation design?\nUsing
correlational evidence to justify policy as if it demonstrated\ncausation — a policy justified
by data showing two things moving\ntogether, without genuine causal evidence that the
policy intervention\nwould actually produce the desired effect." } } ] }
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Author
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I'm Mithun A. Sridharan, Founder of this website - Think Insights - on Strategy, Management

Consulting, Leadership, Digital Transformation, and Data Literacy. Follow me on social
media or connect with me on LinkedIn for updates.
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