
 
  

Quotations Worth Repeating 

Idea In Short

Great quotations distill complex wisdom into a few memorable words. Collect them, apply
them and revisit them when you need a reset.

We Are What We Repeatedly Do

Consultants live in a world of words, and the right phrase can shift a conversation. Whatever
you are thinking, someone smarter probably said it first, more succinctly and more
eloquently. A well-chosen quotation carries weight because it borrows authority from the
original speaker while compressing a complex idea into a single line. Executives respond to
that compression because it saves time and signals clarity of thought.

The first cluster of quotations centers on discipline and habit. Maya Angelou reminds us that
all great achievements require time. Arthur Ashe urges us to start where we are, use what
we have and do what we can. Winston Churchill argued that continuous effort, not strength
or intelligence, unlocks our potential. W.H. Auden added a counterintuitive twist, noting that
routine in an intelligent person is a sign of ambition. Each of these voices treats consistency
as the engine of excellence rather than its enemy.

Pablo Picasso observed that without great solitude no serious work is possible. The
Norwegian proverb offers that a hero is one who knows how to hang on for one minute
longer. Oliver Wendell Holmes noted that the mode in which the inevitable comes to pass is
through effort. Together these lines build a case for stubborn, patient repetition as the
foundation of any meaningful achievement. 1 captures the theme best: we are what we
repeatedly do, and excellence is not an act but a habit.

Experience Equals the Name We Give Mistakes

Mistakes teach lessons that success cannot, and the best leaders frame failure as tuition.
Oscar Wilde noted that experience is simply the name we give our mistakes. Arnold

Think Insights  ·  thinkinsights.net -1-



Schwarzenegger observed that strength does not come from winning, because your
struggles develop your strengths. Ernest Hemingway wrote that the world breaks everyone
and afterward many are strong at the broken places. These quotations matter in consulting
because clients hire advisors who have already paid that tuition and learned the lessons
firsthand.

Franklin D. Roosevelt offered that a smooth sea never made a skillful sailor. Will Rogers
added that good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad
judgment. Together these voices remind executives that setbacks are not detours from
growth but the raw material of it. A team that never stumbles rarely stretches far enough to
discover its real ceiling.

Live the Life You Imagined

Ambition without direction burns out, so the next set of quotations focuses on vision and
self-belief. Henry David Thoreau urged us to go confidently in the direction of our dreams
and live the life we have imagined. Ralph Waldo Emerson advised us not to be pushed by
our problems but to be led by our dreams. Nelson Mandela warned there is no passion to be
found playing small or settling for a life less than the one you are capable of living. These
voices converge on a single truth: purpose pulled from the future outperforms pressure
pushed from the past.

Eleanor Roosevelt contributed twice to this cluster, urging us to do the thing we think we
cannot do. Joseph Campbell noted that the privilege of a lifetime is being who you are.
Michelangelo framed creativity as revelation, saying he saw the angel in the marble and
carved until he set it free. Each of these quotations reframes obstacles as material rather
than barriers, which is a mindset consultants deploy when client problems look intractable.

Mark Twain offered a calming counterweight: he had lots of troubles in his life, most of
which never happened. Elon Musk pushed the other direction, noting that when something is
important enough, you do it even if the odds are not in your favor. Walt Disney reminded us
that happiness depends on how you look at things. David Ogilvy warned that fear leads to
self-doubt, which is the worst enemy of creativity. 2 distills urgency into three words:
yesterday, you said tomorrow. That single line captures procrastination and accountability at
once, and it belongs in every consultant's toolkit.
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Do Not Mistake Activity for Achievement

Busy does not mean productive, and the sharpest executives police the difference
relentlessly. Socrates warned against the barrenness of a busy life. Isocrates offered the
guiding principle: it is more important to know where you are going than to get there quickly,
so do not mistake activity for achievement. Peter Drucker sharpened the point further,
stating there is nothing so useless as doing efficiently that which should not be done at all.

These quotations speak directly to the consulting workflow. Before you optimize a process,
confirm the process deserves to exist. Before you add resources to a workstream, confirm
the workstream serves the objective. Teams that skip this check produce polished
deliverables that solve the wrong problem, and no amount of formatting can rescue a
misaligned recommendation. The discipline of asking whether the work matters before
executing it separates senior consultants from task completers.

The same logic applies to meetings, reports and analyses. A meeting without a decision is
activity without achievement. A report nobody reads is efficiency without purpose. The best
consultants audit their own calendars against these quotations and cut what does not serve
the goal. Peter Drucker's distinction between management and leadership captures the
nuance: doing things right matters less than doing the right things. That hierarchy of value
should guide every hour a consultant invests on behalf of a client.

Curiosity and Continuous Learning

The final cluster celebrates curiosity, because it fuels every other quality on this list. Albert
Einstein disclaimed special talents and called himself only passionately curious. Neil
Armstrong observed that mystery creates wonder, and wonder is the basis of our desire to
understand. Richard Feynman preferred questions that cannot be answered over answers
that cannot be questioned. 3 serves as a practical tool for keeping these reminders visible,
showing a fresh quotation alongside a nature scene each time you open a new browser tab.

Henry Ford delivered the closing argument: anyone who stops learning is old. Eric Hoffer
expanded on the idea, noting that in times of change, learners inherit the earth while the
learned find themselves equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists. Lao Tzu framed
the same wisdom as subtraction, advising that to attain knowledge you add things every day
but to attain wisdom you subtract things every day. Collect these lines, revisit them under
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pressure and let them do the heavy lifting when your own words fall short.

1Aristotle's thought on excellence as habit, as traced through Will Durant's
interpretation
2Nike's advertising philosophy and its iconic motivational messaging
3Momentum dashboard, the Chrome extension that surfaces daily inspirational
quotations

Summary

Quotations endure because they capture universal truths in compact form. Keep a handful
close, revisit them often and let them sharpen your judgment. The right words at the right
moment can reframe an entire decision.
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