
 
  

PAVE Checklist 

Idea In Short

The PAVE checklist is part of a broader risk management framework known as the 3P
model: Perceive, Process, Perform. PAVE is an acronym that stands for Pilot, Aircraft,
enVironment, and External pressures. Each of these elements represents a category of
potential risks that pilots must consider before embarking on a flight. The PAVE checklist is
not just about identifying risks; it's about developing a comprehensive understanding of the
entire flight situation. By systematically working through each element of PAVE, pilots create
a mental model of their flight, including potential hazards and their own capabilities to
manage those hazards. This process enhances situational awareness and prepares pilots to
make better decisions both before and during the flight.

In the world of aviation, safety is paramount. Pilots are trained to make critical decisions that
can mean the difference between a successful flight and a potential disaster. To aid in this
decision-making process, pilots use various tools and frameworks, one of which is the PAVE
checklist. This systematic approach to risk management helps pilots identify and mitigate
potential hazards before and during a flight.

The PAVE checklist is part of a broader risk management framework known as the 3P model
: Perceive, Process, Perform. This model is particularly useful in time-critical situations,
which are common in flight training and operations. The PAVE checklist falls under the
"Perceive" step of this model, helping pilots develop situational awareness by identifying
potential hazards.

PAVE is an acronym that stands for:

Pilot
Aircraft
enVironment, and
External pressures
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Each of these elements represents a category of potential risks that pilots must consider
before embarking on a flight. Let's break down each component of the PAVE checklist:

Pilot

This element focuses on the human factor - the pilot themselves. Pilots must honestly
assess their own fitness for flight, considering factors such as physical health, mental state,
fatigue levels, and currency of skills. They should ask themselves questions like: Am I well-
rested? Am I free from illness or medication that could impair my performance? Do I have
the necessary experience and skills for this particular flight? By critically evaluating their
own condition and capabilities, pilots can identify potential risks stemming from their own
limitations.

Aircraft

The second element of PAVE directs attention to the aircraft itself. Pilots must evaluate the
airplane's airworthiness, performance capabilities, and equipment functionality. This
includes checking for any mechanical issues, ensuring all required maintenance has been
performed, and verifying that the aircraft is properly equipped for the intended flight
conditions. For instance, a pilot should consider whether the aircraft has the necessary
avionics for instrument flight if weather conditions might require it.

enVironment

The environment element encompasses all external factors that could affect the flight. This
includes weather conditions, terrain, airspace restrictions, and airport conditions at both the
departure and destination points. Pilots must gather and analyze weather reports, NOTAMs
(Notices to Airmen), and any other relevant information about the flight environment. They
should consider questions like: Are the weather conditions within my capabilities and the
aircraft's limitations? Are there any airspace restrictions along my route? Is the terrain
challenging, especially if an emergency landing becomes necessary?

External pressures

The final element of PAVE addresses the often-overlooked factor of external pressures.
These can include self-imposed pressure to complete a flight, pressure from passengers or
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employers, or even the desire to impress others. Pilots must be aware of these pressures
and how they might influence decision-making. For example, a pilot might feel pressured to
fly in marginal weather conditions to attend an important business meeting. Recognizing and
managing these pressures is crucial for maintaining safety.

The PAVE checklist is not just a pre-flight tool; it's designed to be used continuously
throughout the flight. As conditions change, pilots should reassess each element of PAVE to
maintain situational awareness and make informed decisions.

Strengths

One of the key strengths of the PAVE checklist is its emphasis on the interplay between
different risk factors. All four elements of PAVE combine and interact to create a unique
situation for any flight. For instance, a pilot might be highly experienced (Pilot), flying a well-
equipped aircraft (Aircraft), but facing challenging weather conditions (enVironment) while
feeling pressure to arrive on time for an important event (External pressures). The PAVE
checklist encourages pilots to consider how these factors interact and influence each other.

The checklist also prompts pilots to pay special attention to the pilot-aircraft combination.
This consideration is crucial because the capabilities of the pilot and the aircraft must be
evaluated together. A highly skilled pilot in a basic aircraft might have similar overall
capabilities to a less experienced pilot in a technologically advanced aircraft. The PAVE
checklist helps pilots realistically assess whether the combined "pilot-aircraft team" is
capable of safely completing the intended flight.

In using the PAVE checklist, pilots are encouraged to establish personal minimums for each
category. These are self-imposed limits that are often more conservative than regulatory
minimums. For example, while regulations might allow flight in visibility conditions of three
miles, a pilot might set a personal minimum of five miles visibility based on their experience
level and comfort. These personal minimums serve as important decision-making tools,
helping pilots make go/no-go decisions objectively.

PAVE In Practice: Aviation Example

Pilots can identify potential hazards using the PAVE checklist:
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Pilot

Kylie, a private pilot with 300 hours, is well-rested and healthy. However, she lacks
recent flying experience, having not flown in 2 months, and has limited overall and
cross-country experience.

Aircraft

The C182 Skylane is mechanically sound with long-range fuel tanks. It has a
standard "six-pack" instrument panel but lacks advanced navigation and weather
avoidance equipment.

enVironment

Both departure and destination airports have adequate runway length. Weather is
the primary concern, with hot, hazy conditions at departure and a high density
altitude of 2,500 feet. The destination airport, located in mountainous terrain, is
currently IMC but expected to improve. En route conditions are mostly VMC, but an
AIRMET Sierra warns of potential IMC pockets over mountain ridges.

External pressures

Kylie is traveling to visit rarely-seen relatives for a weekend. Her family's excitement
and planned activities may create pressure to complete the flight as scheduled.
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Summary

The PAVE checklist is a powerful tool in a pilot's risk management arsenal. By prompting a
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thorough evaluation of the Pilot, Aircraft, enVironment, and External pressures, it helps
aviators develop a comprehensive understanding of the risks associated with any flight. This
systematic approach to hazard identification is a crucial first step in the risk management
process, setting the stage for informed decision-making and safer flights. As aviation
continues to evolve with new technologies and challenges, the principles embodied in the
PAVE checklist remain as relevant as ever, helping pilots navigate the complex world of
aviation safety.
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